There were a few ties in this year’s Art of Bonsai Awards, which is not surprising considering the vast amount of high quality entries that were submitted. Our fourth judge, Hiroyoshi Yamaji, graciously acted as the tiebreaker judge for this contest.

The following is a list of ties and the resulting tie breaking decisions that were made.

Companion Category

AoB_016 Hans Vleugels 

Brass Buttons (Leptinella potentillina), Canadian Dwarf Cornel (en Cornus canandensis) 
Height: 3.94 in, 10 cm 
Pot: Jos Jacobs (Belgium)

Judge William Valavanis scored 6
Judge Marco Invernizzi scored 7
Judge Lindsay Bebb scored 6
Total score 19
Average score 6.33

Hiroyoshi Yamaji tie breaking score 7

Adjusted total score 26

Adjusted average score 6.5
AoB_039 Sam Lee

lilyturf, Red Fern (Liriope, Unknown) 
Height: 5 in, 12.7 cm 
Pot: Lava Stone

Judge William Valavanis scored 8
Judge Marco Invernizzi scored 8
Judge Lindsay Bebb scored 3
Total score 19
Average score 6.33

Hiroyoshi Yamaji tie breaking score 5

Adjusted total score 24

Adjusted average score 6

Winner of the tie is AoB_016, Hans Vleugels
Grand Prize

AoB_096 Min Hsuan Lo

Ficus (unknown) 
Height: 31.5 in, 80 cm 
Pot: Chinese

Categories: Broadleaf

Judge William Valavanis scored 10
Judge Marco Invernizzi scored 10
Judge Lindsay Bebb scored 10
Total score 30
Average score 10

Hiroyoshi Yamaji tie breaking score 10

Adjusted total score 40

Adjusted average score 10

Walter Pall tie breaking score 10

Re-Adjusted total score 50

Re-Adjusted average score 10

AoB_180 Min Hsuan Lo

Various Species 
Height: Varies 
Pot: Varies 
Categories: Display

Judge William Valavanis scored 10
Judge Marco Invernizzi scored 10
Judge Lindsay Bebb scored 10
Total score 30
Average score 10

Hiroyoshi Yamaji tie breaking score 10

Adjusted total score 40

Adjusted average score 10

Walter Pall tie breaking score 8

Re-Adjusted total score 40

Re-Adjusted average score 9.6

Winner of the tie is AoB_096, Min Hsuan Lo

Note: AoB_096 was originally in the broadleaf category and would have won that category had it not been the highest overall average score of all entries. Upon winning the Grand prize, it achieved a category all its own. The second highest overall average score in the broadleaf category now wins that category.
